
 

 

 

 

SURVEYING DATA ENABLING SAFE CORRIDOR UTILITY DISTRIBUTION IN 

PHMSA REAUTHORIZATION 

The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation are 

currently drafting bills to reauthorize the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). 

Federal officials, transportation designers, telecom, and utilities and pipeline operators, as well as government, need accurate location 

information to manage existing underground infrastructure and plan for future growth and development. 

Surveys and maps of underground utilities are often inaccurate; in many cases, they don’t even exist. 

In July 2015, at a Congressional hearing, Stacy Cummings, then-Interim Executive Director of PHMSA testified that: 

“PHMSA has consistently requested additional funding to support enhancing our risk management, analytical 

frameworks and mapping capabilities. Through PHMSA grants, state pipeline safety programs are funded up to 80 

percent, but PHMSA has limited insight into state data on where interstate pipelines actually exist, their conditions, and 

the inspection reports performed by our state partners.”  

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has also issued numerous accident reports, findings, and recommendations 

regarding the location of pipelines, utilities and infrastructure. In January, 2015, NTSB adopted a safety study on integrity 

management of gas transmission pipelines in high consequence areas that calls for  

“expanded and improved resources and guidance at the federal level, including improvements to the National 

Pipeline Mapping System and better integration of geographic information system (GIS) technology.” 

Also on Sept. 29th, the Senate Commerce Committee held a hearing in which NTSB Chairman Christopher Hart testified: 

"We recognize that [Integrity Management (IM)] programs are complex and require expert knowledge and integration of 

multiple technical disciplines including engineering, material science, geographic information systems, data management, 

probability and statistics, and risk management. … The NTSB also recommended that PHMSA… improve[e] data collection 

and reporting, including geospatial data, to support the development of probabilistic risk assessment models and the 

evaluation of IM programs by state and federal regulators." 

Congressional legislation needs to recognize the importance of surveying and mapping data and asset information in ensuring pipeline 

safety, and assist in the creation of accurate asset inventories. 

Increasing awareness for pipeline location data is important as adding a geospatial provision to this legislation will upgrade 

transparency in pipeline location data by implementing a comprehensive and uniform process to robustly engage surveying and 

mapping expertise to specify underground infrastructure location awareness via geospatial data collection, management and 

dissemination activities, thereby decreasing the likelihood of accidental pipeline rupture resulting in the potential loss of life, property, 

market impairment, and environmental damage; while also helping route effective community engagement and inspection activities as 

needed. 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Members of Congress should insist on a provision in the PHMSA bill calling for accurate location data on pipelines and other 

underground utilities. 

For more information, please contact NSPS Lobbyist John “JB” Byrd at jbyrd@jmpa.us or (703) 787-6665. 

http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearing/oversight-pipeline-safety-regulatory-certainty-and-job-creation-act-2011-and-related-issues#sthash.gHlwxHlA.dpuf
http://www.ntsb.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/PR20150127c.aspx
http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=B120A00A-D4A8-44F9-8300-6A23C6305F76
http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/4b375444-669c-4f40-9a48-a8b48bca7527/513FC213CD8667499B46DA300E78F901.hon-hart-final-final-testimony.pdf

